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CONS [DERATIONS S 


CONCERNING | 
The pre ſent t-ngagement.” 


S 17R, 


Z Ou have obliged me many Wayes £0 ſerve yow 

; : tn all that I can for your good ; but the 
matter of your ſpeciall concernment, where- 

with you have acquainted me of late; doth 

lead me of mine own accord, by mine own 

| iaclination,beyond all obligations,to endea- 

On j .Yaur, your ſatisfaction. Seeing chen your 
3+ .: Conſcience is ſcrupled 'about che En 


ment which by the Parliament 1s offered to be taken, and you Ly 
you cannot ſubſcribe thereunto, till chree main doubts concerning 


the ſame be cleared ; I ſhall cake them into ſerious conſideration, 


to ſhew you what I think of the weight thereof, which indeed is of 


exceeding great nioment. For you ſay, 1. That the Oath of Alle- 
Siance, and che National Covenant are til} binding, and contra= 


dictory co this Preſent Engagement. 


2. That the preſent Power by which the Engagement 1s render- 
ed, is very doubtfull, as a power unlawfully uiurped ; to which u- 
ſurpation you think you” will be acceflary if you take the Engage- 
mene. 

3. That the "abt dl of the Engagement,ſeemes. to \rendto 
an oppoſition againſt the lawful Heir ofthe Crowne and the right 
conſtitution-of the Parliaments,' whereunto you are pre- engaged, 
and from which you cannot recede. _ : - 

To-ſatisfie your delige;'T ſhall lay before you, as briefly,as may be: 

ou who have been alwayes wel-aftected ta 


the common'cauſe of Lib Ys _— the deſigns of tyranny m may, = 
$621 belpe 


PA 
_ Confideration! concerning 
helped ſomewhat, to diſcerne how lawfullor unſawfull, how expe< 
dient or unexpedient, it will be for you, to take, or not to take'this 
"Engagement for the publick good, 8 che diſcharge of your duty to- 
wards the ſame. . oo $a Fe. I. DES ol] Id Fo 9 OA 
Firſt then, concerning the Oath of Allegiance, and the Nationall 
Covenant, repreſent unto your ſelf the true meaning thereof, and 
ſo order your thoughts to do that which is anſwerable thereunto. 
The Oath of Allegiance,as you know,did bind all men as Subjeas 
in Law, to be true-and faichfull to the Kings Perſon,to his Hes and 
Succeflours,as they were inveſted with the authority which theLaw 
did give them; 'nor.was it ever meant by the Parliament which En- 
aRed the Oath of Allegiance, that any ſhould be abſolutely bound 
to the King and his Heirs, as they were men,to be tw and faithful 
to their perſonall wills; but oncly ro them and their wills as they 
'hada Legal ſtanding: that is,to the Authority conferred upon them 
by the conſent of 'the people, which was teftified in and under a 
Law ; whereanto the King and his Heirs were bound for the King- 
doms good by Oath : So that the Obligations of King and Subjets 
-are mutuall, and muſt needs ſtand and fall rogerher, according as the 
condition by which they are begotten is kept or broken; which is 
nothing elſe, but the Law according to which he and his Subjeds a- 
Sree, that hefhall be their King, and they ſhall be his Snbjefs. For 
as you were ſworn to the King; ſo he was ſworne ro yau-: as you 
«were bound to be faichfull co him, ſo he was bonnd'to be fair fult 


$- w——_ 
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- the profent Engagement; $- 
ſhould fet himiſelfe willfally-ro be above this Reaſon 6f the Nation, | 
«which is the only Ociginall of the Law, and” refuſe obſtinately che 
Lawes, which they ſhall ctuſe co be ſetled : he . puts hinſelfe ipſs 
fo, out of the capacity of beinga King aniy\rioreunto'thein;"and 
if rhis can be made our, to KavEbeenthe way wherein the kre King | 
ſet himiſelfe; and thatit was the defigne of the Houſe of Lords, to 
uphold and enable. him to follow that way :-ic is evident, rhat ſo far 
as he did by that means aQtually un-Kirg himfelfe as to thisNation: 
ſo faraifo; they thar/aſliſted him- in that defign, did un-Lord then:= 
ſelves in the Stare thereof; andif this: was the Suilr of the houſe of 
Lordsby other practiſes nd practedings:morc then by ah indiffe- 
rency and complyance with 'the Hani/tonian invaſion, to. help the 
King to ſuch a Power, I know not what to anſwer for them. 

But as to the meaning ofthe Oath of Allegiance; as by the per- 
peruatl conſent of all ages it never was' othersiſe underſtood; and 
by the chird Article of the Natiomall: Covenant, ( which is: another. 
branch of this doubt ) may be made manifeſt?” It is then undeniable, 
thar the third Article of that Nationall Covenant, was never meant 
by thoſe that made it, orthattook it, ro beoppokite to the ſence 
ofthe Oath of Allegiance; -but- altogether agreeable thereunto; 
What then the meaning of chat: Article is, 'muſt needs #lfo be the 
true ſence of the Oath of Allegiance, That Article then doth oblige 

ou, to preſerve the Right and Priviledges of the Parliament, 8& the 
Libeeties of the Kingdotne in your Calling, abſolurefy and withonr 
any limitation; but as for the Kings Perſon and''Authority, -it doth 
oblige you: only therennto, conditionally and with i fimitation-; 
Namely in! tht preſervation and defence of the trite Religion and Liber- 
tics of rhis Kingdome': If then the King did not give tothe Repre- 
ſentatives of the Nation that affurance which was ſatisfactory ani 
neceſſary, that their Religion and Liberties ſhould be preſerved 
none but his Subje&s were bound either by<clieir Allepizhc or C69 
venant, t6 defend his Perſon and the A which was cotifer- 
redupon him. The Oath of Allegiance cherefore wasbottomed bp- 
onthe Lawes, which the Repreſentatives ofthe Nation in Parl. had 
chofen'to'be obfetved'concerning their Religion, and the Libe:ties - 
of the Kirigdom; whith he'refraQorilyeither caſting off,or ſeeniinp.- 
B8yielUnines;-in fuch a waythatno/truſt colt be piven hith/that 
would keep what he yielded 'unto;; the Parliament "did aQtuatly 16) 
him aſide, ant vored, that no more Addrefles ſhould be made unto 
him : from whith rime forward he-was no more att obje& of _ 
me © 69% aa Wy ca IE * : ls : Oat : 


cauſe of Religion,and of the Liberty of the Nation: which notwith- x 
Banding any aerations:which-are fallen ous, or may fall. gut here- 

after, are,to be canſtartly ang unakerubly.prelerved: for, this or that 
outward form of Government, is wholly accidentall, and no wayes 
eflentiall to any Nation'of the-World-: and therefore is alterable, in 
reſpett pf forms, as is moſt expedient for-rheir exigent 'neceſliries ; 
butto be governed by LT San co-have the uſe;of the true Religi- | 
ongandof the Nationail freedom, is abſolutely neceflary;and efſenti- F 
allto che being of 2 Common-wealth. [xx EF ONx . 


&King and Houle of Lords, ſhall aot take you off from being willing 
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The preſent. Engagemont, © ©. 


to procure the ſame : which Ithinkyou are bound in Conſcience, as * 


e01ntend, ſo tv declare andreally to endeavour. : _ 

But you will preſs this further and ſay, that inthe third Article of 
the Covenant you are.ſworng0 preſerve.the Righrs and. Priviledges. 
ofthe Parl.now(lay yqu)amonght the.Rights and Priviledpes of the. 
Parl. thisis 0ne;that therein ſhould bea-houſe of Lords diſtin from 
the Commons: and this another; thar all the Members of the Com- 
mons ſhould it and Vote freely: for when you ſwore, you meant a 
Parl, ſo coniſticuted, and none other ; bur, now(ſay you )I am put up-- 
on a. Declaratiqn contrary to, the intent of chat. part of 'my Oath: 


—— becauſe I am obliged £0 be true & fairhfull to che.Common-wealth, 
as it is without ſuch a Houſe,and ſuch Members of the Commons. 


To examine this ſcruple, I ſhall grant materially all. that you ſay ; 
Firſt, concerning yourſence of the Rights and Priviledges.of Parlia- 
ment. Secondly,the preſent Parl.that it is not ſuch as the former was 
withoutany alteration. Tlucdly,concerning the inrention,which you 
fay you had inthat part of your Oath : chat it carinot now be proſe- 
cuted to that effe, wheieunto you ſay you.rook it;. for if you cook. 
it, tO preſerve thoſe Rights of Parl. which you have mentioned ; it. 
roult be granced, chat ſuch an intention cannor now be proſecured by 
you in,your privat calling: But yet for allthis which 1 haye.granted, - 
I muſt fay, that the caking of the prelgnt Engagement, willnot. make: 
you more guilty of the breach of this part, of your Covenant than. 
you are already : for if you did whentime and place 'was, according. 
to.your calling, whatiin,you Jay, to prevent the breach of thoſe Pri- 
Viledges ; you did obſerve your Covenant;and cangor-be accuſed. of. 
the infringement thereof; for. when a fatall.n 


£C - 
nt tl celluy of State; inthe: 
courſe of Divine Juſtice, with a powerirreliſtihle...nor onely xo men 

Of private, but ro all that were in publick vocatians,. did bring about, 
that Change. upqn;the Parl., no., P{rTicy'4r mengen gagpments Were: 
conſiderable. Therefore of chat charge, whether you attewpred, og: 

attempted not.ro hinder, ir, you cannot be.countgd guilty; whatever 
the intent of your promiſe was inthe Covenant, becauſe it was nei-: 

ther morally poſſible,nor lawfull to you in the way of your calling, . 
to-hinder the cauſe gr effe& of that change; and therefore to you ic. 
cannot. be, impated-as.4. breach. of Covenanc,” But, you will here ſay, : 
true indeed. Lam not guilty ; but. ochers in my; opinion are!: Butif I- 
promile:now to be true & faithfull tothe Common-wealth, as upon” 
this breach: of Priviledge they have ſettled-ir, then I confirme what, 
they bave done, and ſo make my {elf acceflary to their guilt & breach. 


. 


of Covenanc, 


_— S 
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6 Confoderations concerning EM 
\Here I perceive is that which doth-pinch you-in the buſines: you F 
think, they thac made the change broke the Covenant,and if you en- * 
49e_nnder this change, as is deſtred, you think yon break your Co- 
venant alſo, To this-I ſhall fay;Fifft,chat they who made the change / 
will plead for thein(elves, that they" are' not'guilty of any breack'of' 
Covenant notwichſtanding'that'change ; bur this T ſhall leave to * 
chem to juſtifie,as not being needful for the ref@[ving of your doubt 
at this time; Therefore in the ſecond place,as to your ſelf, Ifee nor 
how it will appear, that the conſequence which you draw'from the 
aRt of the Engagement to'the breach of Covenant doth at all follow, 
although thoſe that tnade che change fhould be guilty, 'as yourhink 
| they ate. And then alfo this T'am confident of, co be able to let you 
ſee further chat alchough you may think that the effe& of this En- 
gagement is materially contrary to fonie intention which you had 
inchethird Article ofthe Covenant ; yet that bythe a& of the En- 
gagemetit, you are ſo far from breaking yout Covenant, chat except. 
ou take it, and obſerye ic faithfully, youwillnot onely materiaſly, 
Yor formally- breake that very Article: of the Covenant, for which 
you ſtruplethe-taking of the Engagement. 7 
As for the confequence you make ftom taking the Engahement to 
a-brezefi of the Covenarit, tc doth not allfollow to- niy undeiſtand- 
448: forthe dire&and plain matter of the Engagement birds you 
-Onely to prochre the good of che Common-wealth,as now it ſtands- 
and becauſe at all times & in all conſtitutions thereof you are bound 
to do this, a6 leffeby the Covenant ic ſelf than'by the Engagement; - 
rherefore your taking of this, to this eff, cat be no'breachiof char, 
FoitheNepartv Words; 1-homt «Ki & Hoſe of Lords, (wherett 
you tumbleJinrhic Engagement, may: be propetly'and "moft obvi- 
ouſly taken; a9#n explication of the words Now eft«b/;f5ed, immedi. 
atly going before; and ng an" abſolute abnegation,'of the things 
tobke ypontruly '25 711 themſelves :-f6 that che obyiots-meanin# of - 
ch& words, is to'tie:iftheyHal been uttered thus affertorily: [This 
Commonwealth's: preſent doth ſtand without a King and Houſe | 
of Lords, and althvugh't doth Rand thus; yet I promiſe to be true 
and faithfulltherevnes. Now it doth norat all follow, if I prortiſe 
'co do-my dpty'to the 'Commoti-wealth; although itis xt'this time 
thus ſerled; therefore I am! acceffary to 5ll that Hath' beene' done * 
to have it thus ſettled ; Nor dochis follow, if Iſeek the poodof the | 
'Common-wealth, although it wants a Houſe of Lords ; therefore 1 
an acceffary to-theabolizion thereof, orapptove oftheputting our, 
d=57 4 | Mt fo ed 
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The preſent Engagement. 


of the Lords wholly fromallſhare of Government in the Coxmon- = 


wealth, Theſe things are alrogether incoherent : for what ground 
is there for me to abltaine from doing my duty to the publick; be- 
cauſe others have done { I think) more then theirs > Or becauſe 
they do it not ſo as I can allow of it > Can their faulcineſs one way, 
excuſe my negle& of duty another way ? To think fo is very ab- 
ſurd, and therefore the conſequence which you make, doth not at 
all follow. | | | | | 
Bax let us now g0 a ſtep further, and ſuppoſe that in your appre- 
.henfion of matters : this Engagement doth materially fertile ſome- 
thing inthe Common-wealth, which is contrary to the intention 
which you had in taking the Covenant ; yett ſay, that by giving 
your aflent thereunto,, as matters now ſtand, you break not at all 
your Covenant, becauſe your Obligation co thoſe matters by ver- 
rue of the Covenant, was extinguiſhed, before you were called up 
on to take this Engagement : now that which is extin& and made 
void , cannot be ſaid to oblige any more: and all promiſes are ip/0 
fas, made void and extin, in reſpect vf their tye upon the Conlci- 
ence; when the thing promiſed, is become in it ſelf impoſſible to be 
_done , Orin reference to our calling untawfull to be proſecuted. It 
I; impoſlible in nature to preſerve the Kirgs life which is cut off, and 
the houſe of Lords which is already put down ; And it is not law- 
full for any in a private Calling , to attempt the reſtoring of that 
which by publick power hath been aboliſhed. Nor did the Cove- 
nant ever intend, to engage any to ſuch an attempt : nor could any 


be lawfully obliged to intend ſuch an undertaking, nor is there any/ 


word of _— , but onely of preſerving, in the Article of the 
Covenant. Bur if in your meaning,the promiſe of preſerving ſhould 
extend it ſelfalſo to a reſtoring endeavour; yet {til the limitation 
of this endeavour mult be in and according to your Calling, not out 
of it, or beyond it : Now your Calling I ſuppoſe, at preſent,is.one> 
ly to acquieſce at the abolition of that which is made void, and not 
to declare any abrogation (as ſome would extend it) of the Right 
which the Lords have to fit in Parliament. They may have a Title 
to this Right , and yet be obliged, even for the preſerving of that 
Right, . to ſuſpend the uſe of ir at,this time : Imay , nayIouglt to 
reſolve to-abſtain from the proſecution of a Right , which without 
an inevitable ruine to the publick wellfare cannot be obtained. Sup- 
poſe that in order to the publick good, you were obliged by Oath 


co proſecute ſome bufinels, and that in following it., you ſhould e- 
ITS. B vidently 
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Wo:  Confiar two conerumy _ 
evidently perceive, thatby the change of circumſtances, the proſe - 
cation of your buſmeſs, 'intendedfor the good , would prove the 
rain of the publick;T ſay,that notwithſtanding your Oath, by which 4 
VOU are engagedto follow-fuch a buſineſs, you are nevertheles-obli- 
gedro defift from'ir; decauſeyour Oarh binds no'fmrther then it is 
_ evident thar the publick good is advanced there ,;and ifthe-change 
of circumſtances alter the whole caſe of your buſineſs, (as often in 
_- State-Aﬀares tt falleth out) Ifay your Oath is made ip/ofalto,void; 
+ And thustheclauſe of the Covenant which relates unto the King 
and the Houſe of Lords, as ſworn inorderto common welfare ; if 
any ſhould now proſecutetby force, it is evidentthac he would by 
anew War, hazard the ruining of all; which by all humane meanes 
noſlible in nature, lawfull and not contradictory to the will of 
God, we are all bound to the utmoſt ro prevent; for to preſerve the 
publick-in peace-and ſafety , is che mainend of :H the promiſes of 
the Covenant, whereunto'all particular matters are fubordin:re;and 
if T ſhould not ſuſpend my partictrer pretentions to Ri ht in order 
to publick ſafety, - I tranſgreſie the Covenant, which above all doth 
bind me-unto this, which alfo is nothing elſe but the expreſle ſence 
of the Engagement which is now offered - ſo that the intent there- 
of, is no way contradictory , bur altogether coordinate and confi- 
ftent, both with the Oath of Allegiance, and the Nationall Cove- 
nant, ſo far as they are obligatory. 
Andto go yet a ſtep beyond this conſideration, I ſhall 2dde this, 
that ifthe third Article of the Nationall Covenant, concernins the 
Priviledges of Parkament, be yet in force in any degree, -as you ſup- 
poſe it is:then it binds you to preſerve the Priviledges of Parltament 
that now are, as well as thoſe that then were. For if there hath noc 
been a totall diſſolution of all Governme-t amongſt us; but a Parl. 
notwithſtanding al! changes ſtill kept up,and therein a Right torule 
and ro order matters for the publick good preſerved:then the Oath 
Of preſerving theſe Parl. Rights is Kill binding, 'ſo far as the Par].-is | 
lbeiop - nor can it be agreeable tothe intent of that Article, or | 
tothe Rule of Conſt t=rce, and of fonndReaſon, that becauſe it is 
fuppoſed ſome have made breach upon ſome-of the Rights of Parl. 
that therefore ic ſhould be free for any to break and diffolve «ll the 
_ reft, Forif you countthgjm guilty, who made void rhe Authority: 
chat then was in any degr@h how can you be puiltleſſe your ſelf if 
you. intend to make void all which remaines > Therefore ſo far 
25 there is Fet any ground of oNligd&riement in che Common- 
| = wealth, 
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T he preſert Engagentemt. 5 
wealth by the Authority of Parl. and by the Councel of State and 
Courts of Juſtice depending thereon ; you are by that very-Cove- 
nznt in Conſcience {till bound to preſerve it; and this very rhing 

alſo the Engagement which is now offered dorh clearly bind you, 

_ and (as I concave) to nothing elſe diretly ; for tke obvious ſenſe 
of the expreſs words can be none other bur this : Thar ſo far as the 
Afociation of this people is ſetled in a courſe of Governmeut, and 
inthe Adminiſtration of Juſtice , you ſhall'not overthrow bur pre- 
ſerve the ſame,althoughthe Adminiſtration of this Government and 
Juſtice , is not riow carried vn by a King and Houſe of Lords; but 
onely by the Parliament that now is, which certaialy is your duty 
at this time; And if chis is clearly your duty for thepublick good; 
then you cannot underſtand the words of 'the Covenant tobe bin- 
ding in any other ſenſe but in this; for the words muſk be taken in 
the ſenſe which they can dire&ly bear, and which do impart the 
main end for which the Covenant was tlken ; for the'main end of 
this very Article whereof you make a ſcruple, was evidently to pre- 
ſerve the Parliament and Common-wealch for it ſelf, and ( if need 
ſo required) alſo without the King. | 

Now thiv is that which the Engagement dortidireQtly alſs- TE 
quire; for which cauſe I ſay, that by vertue of this very promiſe, you 
are bound to take the preſene Engagement ; and if you take it nof, 
that you make your ſelf atranſgreflor of that very Arricle w ck | 
you pretend tÞ keep; for if you refuſe to be true and faithfull to# 
Common-wealth as it is now eſtabliſhed, you do what in you week F 
to make the remaining Rights of Parl. and the beginnings of «ur 
ſettlement void; which though at firſt it was nor in:ended tobe 
without a King, 1 yet it was clearly preſuppoſed in the Arrticleit felf, 
as poſſible to be without him; and conſequently , thar alrhongh he 
ſhould not be, yet that the Common-wealch by the Righrs of Part. 
and the Liberrfes of the Nation ſhould be preſerved, whi ich is all 
that now is ſought for by the Engagement. 

I hope then thar you ſhallfind no cauſe to cruple any "Farther at 
chis > bur that: ſach 45'under the pretence of ſuch ſcruplesrake'x 
courſe to overthrow this Parl, willbe made conſcionably awake r@ 
ſze their ertor; and rhar'they diametrically by fuch a purpoſe crofle 
the main intention of their Covenant , and become guilty of diſfol- 
ving the whole tye'ofrhjs Common- wealth. And this fhalluthce 
concerning'your firft ſerup?e at his time, - 

As concerning the prefent Power'by which the Engagenient' is 

B 2 tendered, 
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10  Conſoarrations concerning - | 

tendered, your doubt is, what you ought to think of it: whether 
you ſhould count it a lawful or an unlawful and uſurped Power?and 
- if ſuch, whether you will not be acceſlary to their uſurpation, by ta> 
king the Engagement ? 

To theſe queſtions I ſball anſwer diſtinaly, and let you ſee the 
Rules by which I order my converſation, in theſe caſes; that if you 
have nothing ro except againſt chem , you may take them upand 
walkin the Righteouſnels thereof. _ 7 FEY 

For mine own patt then, I have taken this to be a Rule, where- 
by all private men (ſuch as Iam) as Chriſtians ought to walk. un- 
blameably under the ſuperiour powers of this Wortkd: Namely, 
T hat it doth not belong to 4, to juage definitively of the Rights which 
che ſupream Powers over us in the World , pretend to have mum their 
places. Ani the Reaſon 1s this, becauſe I tind it no part of the Pro- 


feſſion of Chriſtianity to meddle with this matter, nor can I ee that . 


God doth allow privat men to take ſo much upon them over their 
Superiors , nor ought Superiors to ſuffer it in their Subjets, nor 
will ſound reaſon, or a good Conſcience allow it in any. _ 

' Iris no part of our Chriſtian Proteſſion,to become Judges of the 
Sreat ones of this World, in reſpeR of their Rights and pretentions 
to power. For we areto behave our ſelves a” ſpiritual men in this. 
World, by the Rule of our Profeſſion, and as ſtrangers and pilgrims 
therein, taking it as Our paſlage to a Kingdom that cannot be ſha- 
ken; and uſing it as the ſubje&t wherein our Faith and Patience, ous 
mortification to things preſent,and our hope for things.ro come are 
to be exerciſed. A ftranger, paſſenger and pilgrim, takes things as he 
finds them on his way, makes the beſt of them that he can, and 
meddles onely with his own matters, how to advance proſperoufly 
and eaſily towards his journies.end;. that is, how to behave himſelf 
without blame and offence towards Gud and men, in all chings, 
witha good Conſcience :. holding forth the Word of life , which 
tsthe Ryle by which he doth walk in the feare of God towards 0- 
thers. This is all chat a Chriſtian as a Chriſtian, that is, by vertue 
of his Profeſſion , 1s to meddle withall about the Afﬀairs of this 


World, which in ſo doing, he doth judge in the ſpirit of Righteouſ- | 
neſs ; but if he doth make himſelf a judge in.another kind of parti- 


-cular rights and pretentions of the great ones iftthis World, he 
takes upon him that which doth not belong unto him in his Pro- 
_ feſſion of Chriſtianity, for he doth morethen Chriſt would do on 
earth; for Chiiſt. our Maſtcria this. Profeſſion would not become a 

Fr judge 
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judge of the leaſt matters berween man and man in the World;and 
how ſhall we that ought to be his followers and Diſciples;take up- 
on us to judge of the greateſt of all ? How ſhallwe anſwer thisto 
him 2 Is not this one of the great CharaRters of the ſpirit of Anti- 
chriſt, that he exalts bimſelt above all chat is called God?and where- 
in hath he done this more remarkably towards Magiſtrates who,are 


| calledGods amongſt men,then by exalcing himſelf over them to be- 


come a Judge of all their Rights and pretentionsto power in this 
World > We mult therefore beware of entertainingthe motions 
and praQtſes of his Spartt , whereof this isa very-eminent one, to 
judge _— Right of Power to Rulein the World. : | 
Nor doth God allow inthe world, thoſe whom he hath made 
Subjes to Superior Powers, to take upon them to judge of the 
Rights and titles of thoſethar are over them. The Rule of SubjeQs 
behaviour as Subjects is clearly determined in Rows. 13. t.till$.& x 
Per, 2.13,14. & Tit. 3, 1. Where we find nothing but a command 
of ſubmiſſion and ſubjeRon, of not reſiſting, and of paying taxes & 
dues, and of giving honour, feare and reſpect for Conſcience ſake 
unto Superiour powers, becauſe they are Gods Ordinance oyer pri- 
vate men, and they bear not the ſword, which God hath purin their 
hand,in vain. Now the Commandements thus delivered, without 
any limication or reſtriction of their Rights to rule, or of our obedi- 
ence( further then that we are bound to obeyGod rather then man) 
I ſuppoſe do oblige all Subjects that-are underthem; either to obey 
or to ſuffer patiently if they find cauſe to refuſe obedience:. but that 
privat men in outward and hamane concernments; and for worldly 
conſiderations of their own taking up, ſhould not find any cauſe 
to refuſe obedience, I conceive isthe meaning of thofe abſolute & 
unlimited injunctions which the Scripture layes upon Subjects, in 
reſpe& of their Superior powers: ſo then the duty which God hath 
appointed Subjets to obſerve cowards thoſe that are over them, 
in the places of power, is clearly inconſiſtent wich the ſcrupuloſitie 
of this queſtion, concerning their Right and Title ro Rule. Nor 
ſhould thoſe that are in places of power ſuffer their ticles by meer 
private Subjects co be queſtioned; for either they ſhould';aRually 
ſupprefle the diſputes & difquiries of that nature ig private men, as 
not at all belonging to their cognizance, or they ſhould prevent it 
in others who are to be accounted their equals, & ro whom in rea- 
ſon they are accountable of their proceedings ( forGod hath made 
a9 men ſo Supreme,as not (0 be accountable unto orhers is a ri 
ONADIE 
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| ſonable way )by ſome fatisfactory declarations or demonſtrations: of 


rhe grounds of their Right to their places, & of the equity of their 
proceedings therein, Nor laſtly,can it ſtand with ſound Reaſon or a 
soodconſcience'in any-privat man,to take upon him: to bea Judge 
of that matter,8 to ſuſpend his a&tsof obedience in things other- 
wiſe good & lawfullin chemſelves, till tis ſcruples in that kinde be 
fatisfied, Forfirſt, no ſound reaſon will allow any manto take upon 
him the judicature: of rights, i whereof 1t1s not obvious to. him,to 
know the true grounds circumſtantially;8: ſeeing allclaims to places 
amongſt men depend upon the concurrences of many circumſtan- 
ces, which in the way of juſtice give to one. & fake away from an- 
orher a righe ro the ſame; & it is inGods hand alone., to order the 


. incidency of thoſe circumltances between thoſe that havepower, & 


the competicors for the ſame places: & privat men cannot poſsibly 
intheir ordinary way (wherein they are- boundeo ſtand and walk) 
know aſſuredly the jncidencies'of theſe circumſtances,which change 
che nature of rights and clatmes to places; therefore no juſtice nor 
reaſoncan allow privat men to be-Iudges of things whereof it is not 
morally poſtible for them-to have a true infight, and whereinto 


' they have no calling by God or men to make a ſpeciall inquiry, 


without which they become unreaſonably & uncs6.,ſcionably pre- 
fumptuous,ifthey ſertle within themſelvs, or utter towards others 
any judgemene definitively. Then-in- the ſecond:-place, it is a moſt 


unconſcionable praftice in any whom God hatteput.inthe place of - 
- ſabjeftion, andofliving ina private ſtation, to reſift the: powers 


thac are over him, requiring good and lawfall chings,onely becauſe 
he is: not ſatisfied in their right rorequire thoſe'things of him, and 
in their Ticleto their places, as if Superiour Powers that are a&tu- 
ally-in-the: poſeſſion of places, which God-hath put in their hands 
$0rule others by ,. and ſerve the publick with, were accuncable'to 
every private man, concerning their-righr, by which they ſtand un- 
der'God in their Charges , and as ifit wete lawfull formen profeſ- 


fing Chriſtianity,, to diſpenſe with matters -of duty. in. themſelves 


commendable and profitable to common edification, one!y: becauſe 
they will appear oppoſite for ſome worldly reſpeRs:urto thoſe that 
are-over them, to'whom they owe due reſpetand ſubmiſſion. 
Now afrerall this, if you ſay, what2ſhall private; Chriſtians then 
makethemſelysflaves to any that will rule over them, withour. judge» 
ing rationally, who aretheir lawfull Snperiours'to whom they owe 


_ obedience? -Ifayto this, no : for Chniſtiansare. che.onely free. men 


of 
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of rheworld : all the reſt areſlavestotheir proper paſſions;tuſts,vp- 
poſite intereſts; but he that is ſub;eAtro rhe law of liberty, doing all 
by a rule;is truly free and none bur he.Bur you will fay;by whar'rale | 
then ſhall he diſcern who 1s Supertour?-[anfwer, by a rule agreeable - 
ro ſenſe,to reaſon and'to confeience. Senſe-willſhew himw:.ois at 
rually in profeſſion of all power & places 'of Government over him, 
and by this he will perceive-under whomhe doth ftand. Reaſon will 
fhew what he who is over him pretendsngato ; whether yex'orno, 
his pretences are backed with power to maintain his right againſt all 
adverſaries therein; and whether yea or no,the uſe of that power be 
limited by Law,or left wholly to his own will without any Law? and 
Conſcience wilt ſhew that he ro whom God hath commicred che 
plenary adminiſtration-of publick affairs with unconfrontable pow- 
er,is Gods Vicegerent over the fociety of thoſe to whom his admi- 
niftration doth extend it felf, either by vertne of a contra, which 


. makes a Law, or by vertve oF aconqueſt, which is bound to no Law, 


but the will of the conqueror; jfor if the Apoſtle doth teach us 
that all ſonls enghr to be frbjett to the higher powers, becauſe there ts no 
poWwer but of God, and becauſe the powers that be in place are ordained 
of God; then it will follow, that thoſe who areaQually Supreme,and 
in a plenary poſicfſion of power, ought to be obeyed as Gods Ordi- 
nance;for itis not poſſible that any canatrain to the height of pow- 
er, without Gods diſpoſall of it into his hands. rlere then a Chriſti- 


. anreſts,and freely performs his duty toward him, in all things good 


and lawful),and makes no further inquuy after the rights ro titles 


| according to Laws of men: becauſe he doth confider, that the moſt 


high giveth che Kingdoms of men to whomſoever he pleaſeth. Thus 
keeping my Spirit from flying out beyond his bounds one way, and 
following the dired1ons of a clearrule another way; I prevent this 
ſcruple wherewith you trouble } ory ſelf, without cauſe, and intangle 
your Confcience againſt your duty. | "—— "2 
Bur here again it may be ſaid, If this be the condition of SubjeRs, 
and if their dury toward Superiours is thus circumfcribed zwhat way 
is there left for them to be freed from the unnaturall u{urpation of 
tyrannicall powers? I anſwer, there be three ways which God hath 
tefr tothe reaſon of mento make uſe of, partly to prevent, parfly £o- 
redreſle the tyrannicall nfurpations of an over-ruling Power, The 1. 
15, to ſettle ſubordinate Officers under him, without whoa he can-- 
noe a&. The 2. is, to ſertle lawes whereby to circumfcribe him, and: 
their atings, and a Law- making power, to whom both he and they 
are to be accountable. Ang the third is.the great & invincible Law of 
ts | | | dow 


** a. 


power & tyranny 
Nations relices 


By theſe rules then quiet your mind according to your place, con- 
cerningthe right, which the preſent powers have to rule;do not take 
upon you to define matters whereof you are no competent Judge : 
you are made a competent judge only of your own actions which be- 
long to a Subject,as you are unde: a viſible-& uncontrouiable pow - 
er which God hath ſer over you,and your duty is to ſubmit there- 
unto, in all things agreeable to the will of God, judging your ſelf, 
that you put no ſtumbling: block, oran occaſion of offence in any 
mans way, Row.14.13. Yet I will not fay but inthe judgement of dif- 
cretion as you are a member of this Common-wealth,and concerned 
in the publick welfare thereof,you may look upon yourSuperiours, 
£0 ſee how they pretend toſtand- that is,by what apparent right, & 
with what viſible power they poſleF5 their places,but this you'ought 
n9tto de ſo peremptorily,as to oblige your conſcience, as to be ſuſ- 
pended upon the obſervations which you ſhall happen to make of 
chem and.their proceedings; as if your private judgement in ſuch ca- 
fes ſhoutd:þe che rule, by which you ought co walk in poinc NM: 
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a:onght.norte to et ap! hifs] F- as f5etnent of yours ohigh wich- 
f gver-others,as to drownthe thoughts of all:othercules; bye 
a fajtit;as Lbaveſaid befote,withinthe bounds of Chriftiagi - 
prioalitys whereinthat:I-niay help you-yet.a.ksgle Girchet r- 
hearty your ſeffwhat —_ aedyered to Hi6:ens -Which 
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they. KW Fa dge for themſelves;'': -- | 
I. Whether yea ar no the Nationall ſos ard afficiarion, by which W6 Were-a 


| $ omman-Wealth While we were yet called a Kingdoin hath ever been difſolvea? 


2. If it. lageh p08 beendifſelved, that hath keptin entire inthe middeſt of alf 
theſe fraly 2 (Was. 1E-120t: 4 Parliaments and: the /aburdinatien AfehOfecers 
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fund if a Parl: : ſtill remaining, and lt ſobordinate: 'O Sorry inglaces of 
ware and execution, ſtand under. it thromghout the whole Nation, ſo that 
all men may have a legall protettion frows GEN what 2s there: Wanting to 4 
laWfaull Poxer and Governnoent? .. i 00 
_- O nothing be Wanting toa fegall werttionſs theſe that- tohnonledes, the. 
jurildiion, then ſuch as acknowledgeit not, doput themſelves ont of that pro- 
redtion : and if they reſiſt the power Which G od hath ſet 'over them for the publick. 
good, and which 15 attwally and faliy poſſeſs -with all the places ,of publick, admi- 
nitration, they reſiſt the Ordinarce of God; gud they that refiſt this Ordinance 
( {aith the Apoſtle ) ſhall r receiveto; themſelves damnation, Rem. 1 _.-- --; 

As for the point of enquiry,how theſe particular men in whoſe hands the 
power & Government.is,are come to. their preſent places, whether ina le- 
gall way, or that- which you call uſurpation,it doth not belong to the con» 
ſcience of any man,who is ina privat ſtation, to determine perengprorily,fas 
leſle upon his determination, to ſuſpend. his aRings towardsthe publique 
good. Yet if in this alſo.yqu'defire to refle&,upon the paſſages. of Right. 
without obliging your Conſcience to. ſtand; engaged either way, by that 
which you ſhall obſerve, I-ſhall farther ſnggeſt theſe heads, of matters ap- 


liable unto the caſe of thok e whom you ſyſpet to be uſurpers, unto your 


impartiall meditation, asa Plea which they do alledge for themſelves... ., 
I. Whether yea or no, it be ary way pj ty the Law of N [atgre among eu 
As are equals.to rehſt farce 1 with force ? 
2, If it be juſt among equals, torefitforce with force, bs ſecond point will be 
fo = ider, Whether he that invades another mgns naturall right, C3 he that de= 
fends his ewn,ys to be accounted the Wſarper? ho no» 
3: if be that invades, and ſeeks to deprive joe Ri 292418 of "2, 7 hn be obo Us 
ſurper; then he that by refftance ts deprived of that whereof he atzemptedto de=: 
prive his newghhonr 1s not Wrenged by way of nſurpation,but juſtly defeated of the 


power which he did abuſe. 


Now they will; ay,chat the cafe was thus firſ between the King and Parl, if. 
C ; you 
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|  yorſcourit them equals(which x the leaſt can'be piven, ſay they,to 2 Par!. 
by the Lawof Nature ad Narioes) and then afterward force he one 
| parry;and the other in the Part. the/ſame caſe was acted again, us batweene 
_  cqualszwhereuponthe Ciry-Militia ontheone hand;andCthe Army vn che 
|  » orher waedepending,ahd fer on work forattivn;Aad. how far (theſe pow- 
| ers having claſhed ) thoſe chat prevailed - did 'think- themſelves neceſſi- 
|  ratedroſertiethe ſafery-of rhe Common-wealch in their own'way, and: -. 
what ſetclement that harh by Gods: permiſſion brought forth, and upon 
'whar ground it now ſtands; ſhalnot needtorepreſent unto you: only the 
ſober con{ideration of thegrounds'which'che party acc1ſed of uſurpation, 
doth alledge for its proceedings,are to be thonghr upon indiffetently,with- 
'Out prejudicare affeRions, if you will free'yonr Conſcience from a ſnare. 
And this ſhal ſuffice alſo, concerning the firſt branch of your ſecond doubr. 
Bur let us now come to the ſecond dranchthereof, which ſuppoſing'the 
p>wer to be uſurped,doth queſtion how far by taking che Engagement,you 
become acceſlary to the guilt thereof? To'this queſtion, I ſhall anſwer 
briefly thus: That the Engagement being a duty ivſt to be required by the 
preſent Powers f:om their Subjects ; without the performance of which, 
"there is no protection due unto them; and neceſſary to be performed by all 
- that will not profeffe themſelves deſirous, to overthrow the preſent ſafety 
& publick welfare of the Nation: Ttcannot make thoſe that tale ir acceflary 
£0 the guilt of thoſe chattenderit,if any be in them; becauſe the perform- 
ance of a thing good in it ſelf, and juſt and neceflary for me to do in refe- | 
- rence unto others.can derive no guilt before God from others, of the evill 
which may bein chee.upon me, Al moral aftionsare to be counted good or | 
evill, iawfull or unlawful.according tothe juſtice of the rule by whith they 
are done, and according to the uſetultiefle and conveniency ofthe immedi- 
ate aid proper end, for which they are done; and if both theſe be found in 
the Agent chereof, no guilt can from without be brought upon him, by ' 
any co-Agetits, Now the Rule of Juſtice in this caſe is, That we are bound 
co ſhew fidelity unto choſe of whom we defire proteRtion: And. that we 
are bound to beready toevery good work, towards:thofe with whom we 
live, hich isall chat inthe preſent tate of this Common-wealtk is fequired 
of us; which if we defire not to performe, we deſerve not to have a beins | 
mit: andif we defire to perform this, there can be-no cauſe why we ſhould 
not profefle it, or why the: profeſſion of ous willingnes to do this ſhould 
make us guilty of other mes ſinnes. | As concerning the end: for which 
the Engagement is to be taken, iris to oblige all to intend one and the ſame 
publick good ſo faras inthe preſent conſtitution of aftairs it may be advan- | | 
ced: and to give the Supreme power an affurance that we ſhall not becray | 
at; but that we arc wiltfng tg maintain all g20d intelligence for publick con- 
tare Soon: ho. pr 0 penn gy 
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cernments withit; convichtaaibg ther ſeritthanges brought mpon the | 
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Supooſe thoſe that that have'the prefent Power, had withourrany appre- 
henſion- of neceflicy for-cothitionfatery or dangerto'their own. ſafety and 
| liberty,onely for ſome'ſinifter ends uſurped he plies wherein they are,yet - 
by Gols permiſfior7and direfion over me,they being now therein;and tin- 
ding themſelves obliged by tlieir places co procure peace ancunity among 
the Subjects of this Land, and to preſerve the publick iacereli forche good: 
of al, according to their bcſtunderſtanding,ifthey uſe any expedient which 
doth tend thereunts , and” offer' it unto-nie to concur witty themrherein, 
with what 'Conſcience-can T refuſe a c >nciit fence! to ſtich-an intenrioh ?-:1F 
they having dene amiſs formerly,ſet'themfelves now todo well;can T with 
ary Conſcience oppoſe them therein? It is juſt or pious, that becanfe they 
found- no ſafety 1h the way by which I would have ſetted the Commone 
weilth, and bavealtered it, that therefore I fttwald refuſe to concur:with 


o 
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Scate, for ſotne of the Conncel of State themlſelyes., would not be ingaged 
ro approve of all proceedings paſt, and yet fit ſtill in Councet with chem to: 
advance the publick welfar in time to.come,whereby you may perceive that 
by this Engagement they-mean not; to. drawin athersts be acceſſuy to: . 
rheir paſt proceedings , but toknow who they arethat are faithfull in the 
Land, and willing to concur in'good and lawfull undertakings in duetime; 
for this is all that the Engagement can rationally be ſtretcht unto., and he 
that wil not admic of it inthis ſenſe, makes himſelf atually lyable to a Srea-: 
rer fin chenthat which he pretends to be afraid to fall into, -which is.a way 
of proceeding very prepoſterous & uncenſcionable;to fin-for fear of being, 
found fſinfull. , Hitherco I have infiſted vpan your two fiult donbes,, more; 
largely chen I did purpoſe at firſt; therefore inthe third and laſt, I ſhall be 
more brief. for if in the two former you be well fatisfyed concerning that. 
which is your duty , I cannot ſee howinthis laſt you can be much furher; 
ſcrupled,;: for if your Conſcience is once-throughly convicted of the lawful. 
n2{s and keceſlity of a duty,iz mult caſtcheevents and conſequences of rhe. 
performance upon Gods providence,and not lay the conjeturallappearan- 
c2s of your own apprehenſions,in the ballancetherewith. Inthe third doubc. 
you ſay,the conſequence of theEngagement ſeems to:tend to, the oppoſiti- 
onof twothings. 1. To exclude the'lawfulHeis of theCrown from hisRight, 
s. To exclude the. Lords from fitting in Parl.,Lo which things you ſay you 
ar: pre-engaged, and from which you;cannot recede.. Fo. which-L ſhall of- 
fer theſe conſideracions to your more deliþerate judgement. r,. If thoſe be 
| . onely ſeeming inconveniences, and the other a certain and undoubted con= 
” - veniengy,nayaneceſſary and an undilpenſ;ble duty;your Conſcience cannot, 
_ juftly:fuſpendthe latter forthe formers ſake, (for. there is no,proportion of 
obligation (in-reſpect of Conſcience)between that which is ſeeming. & that 
which is gndoubtedly certain ;, we are commandednor to judge according 
to appearances , but to ;adge righteous judgement fohn 7. 24. by which 
we muſt conclude, that to jollow appearances,is not co followthe Rules of 
Righteouſreſs;and conſequent ly,that.it is not conſcionable toactuntighte- 
aus, or to ſuſpend righteopsaAmgs, only for appegrances of evill; and as it 
is.abſurd £o do evillthat; good may come Of it ; ſoit is alſounconſcionable 
eo leave off che doing of that which is infalltbly good , that no doubtfull 
evill may come of it;and then canſider the duty which you refuſe to do, re- 
{ates to the whol Commonwealch, the ſafery. of all, and-your own.neceflary 
peace andpreſervation;and thetvil which you.fear wil come upon it, relates 
onely to the ſeeming. violition of a particular right of ſome few perſons, 
which is, or may be doubtfull, whether you be any further engaged there- 
ro.yea or no;for when you:lay thatzyou are preengaged, ſo that you cannot 
-recede; { mult ſuppoſe chat yorumeart not a wilful but a confionable preen- 
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gagement,and that you'cannot lawfully recede from it : but if the contrary 
hath alreadyappeared and. is clear to-your Conſcience now, that your duty 
and pre-engagement to the whole Common-wealth,, cannot lawfully and 
conſcionably'be pat inthe ballance, with a particular Engagement to ſome 
perſons dependingthiereon;;_ then you.cannot make any further doubt of 
'rhat which ſhould be-donein this caſe; for I cannot tmagine that you wil 
think: it lawfull for you to diſpenſe with your intereſt coward the univerſal] 
good of the Common-wealch, for any particular engagement, though ne- 
ver. ſoſtrengotherwiſe, and lawfully undertaken at firſt : for if the intereſt 
of him, whom you call the Heir af che. Crown,& ofthe men called thePeers-- 
of thetKingdom,'is of ſp mych weight with you, that.you will do no good 
alſo to the Common-wealth without them : theriit is clear, that in your e- 
Reem they are more then the Common-wealth to you, and that the com- 
mon cauſe, for the maintaining of which al your Engagements are brought 
pon; you, is not fo tnuch valued-by you, as the particular cauſe of theſe 
perſons, which how you can with a good Conſcience allow in your ſelf, I 
am not able td underſtand. I. fay then, that if the particular intereſts and - 
pretentions ofany, come to juſtle with the publick good in your affeions, 
and juſtle out the ſame, it is clear that you are not faithfull ed your princj- 
ples of Conſcience and Reaſon before God and men, bur that you are wil- 
ling to betray the.common cauſe ro-particular:defignes ; and conſequently 
rhat you will ſeek your ſelfinithe bottome more then the publick good:be- 
cauſe it cannot be doubted, that if you will ſubordinate your zeal and love - 
to theCommon-wealth,unto thereſpeRt which you have to other mens ad- 
vantages ; that you willfar more. (if occaſion be offered) ſubordinate the - 
ſamennt9the reſpect which you have to your own advantages. For the re- 
ſoturion- of this ſcruple you ought asI conceive,to underſtand your ſelf thus - 
far ,- that you cannot entertain the thought. of any engagement or obliga- 
tion lawfully, which doch cauſe your Engagement and obligation' to be 
true and faithfull to rhe Common-wealth,at all cimes or at any time;there- 
fore wich a good Conſcience,if you find your obligation to the Heir of the 
Crown,or to the Priviledges of Peers, fall croſle and oppoſite by change of - 
circumſtances ( as-all haman matters are changeable by Circumſtances) to. 
the common good of the Nation; (I ſay)-you cannot inſucha caſe main- 
. tainthat-obligation ſo,as not to be receded from it with a goodConſcience; 
and if the propoſall ofthisEngagement., doth: diſcover thus much ofyour 
corruption unto-you by ſuch a ſcraple, you are to be humbled for it before 
God, & laying aſide henceforth all Hypocrifie,re&ifie the intentions of the - 
heart,with uprightneſs and ſincerity. And all this I off-r to he conſidered by 
you, ſuppoſing your pre-engagement.to have beenjuſt and lawfi1', as no 
doubt it. was , but. yet that now your. Reſolugon not torecege fromir, 
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us, leſt they be high-minded in their own conceits, and their ruin come fud- 
denly,and without remedy,ifthey all or any of chem will,as 7Fael once did 
ſay-to the Seers,ſee not, and to the Prophers, prophecy not right things un- 
Lo us: prophecy deceipts, and cauſe the holy One of J/-ac!, and his Law to 


. ceaſefrom befcre ns. And if when they begin ro defpiſe his word (as ſome 


ofthem otherwiſe very a&tive & inſtrumentall in outward changes ſeem to 
do) they truſt then in oppreſſion & perverſneſle,and lean upon their ſword 
and ſtay thereon, they mult take notice,they ſhall be taughc ro know with 
dear experience, if they alcer not their courſe; F/a.50, 11.12.13. that this 
iniquity ſhall be to them as a breach ready to fall; ſwelling out in a high 
wall, whoſe breaking cometh fuddenly and at an inſtant; for if the talleſt 
Cedarsare not fpared,but cut down,when they exalt themſelves above the 
Trees of the Forreſt; how ſhall the {maller ſhrubs be borne withal), when 
'they are guilty ofthe ſame miſdemeanor? They therefore that ſtand before 
the Lord of the whole earth, let them be wiſe and fear; he ſtandeth amons 
the Gods & judgeth: even he,who being the King of Kings,came to ſerve 
all men through love,and doth teach all men to deny themſelves,8& become 
his Diſciples;learning of him that he is meeke,and hymble of heart, If they 
ſeeke themſelves & not the Commor: wealrh,whereuntothey pretend to 
engage others;they ſhall be found our by thoſe whom they engage tv the 
Intereſt of the Common-wealth,who mind it ſincerely;and being difcover- 
ed, they ſhall be caſt out of their greatneſs in ir. We have ſeene ſeveralt 
parties up,and their ſeverall Intereſts ſet a foot;and their changes came,be< 
cauſe the true Intereſt of Chriſtianity, wherein all Common-weilths alone 
can proſper, hath not ben ſo much minded by them as their own Intereſts»: 


- we ſhould therefore pray for thole that are over us now,that thoughthey 


may have had and have ftil their failings, yer that they may not be ſplit up- 

on this Rock; and we ſhould watch ajſo over our own ſouls, leſt we be made 
a cauſe of their own ſplitting, and of the ruine of all, by being intjced ro be 
wilfully ſcrupulous in theſe matters; as perhaps ſome are for ends of their 
own, to make the way of Government difficult, and the ſtanding of thoſe 
that are in places of power unſafe. If any be fuch(of which number Iknow 
you are none) they ſhalf eat of the fruits of their own doings affuredly. 

For if they acknowledg the juriſditiondeceitfully, ro betray it; God will 
find them out:ifthey will not acknowledg ir, nor any thing (though never 


« fo go0d)offered to the pndlick intereſtby ir; onely" becauſe they will keep 


mens ſpirits at a diftance from it:they ſhal nor eſcape to be conſumed{bythe 
fire, which they do maliciouſly kindle to deſtroy the Commen-wealth. IF 
the common intereſt, which T am perſwaded, is in ſimplicity to be aimed ar 


by the engagement, according to their ſenſe that offer it; were withov* 


ſcrupuloſity and congradiction taken up and intended by all; what an 
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mation of all our grievances; but.if thoſe:that comprain of prefſurS& grie») 
vances, and of the charge of an Army;by their own difaffeRtion toxhe pub- 
 lickand uarulinefs under Government, make 4n Aray: abſolutly necetlary,; 
& occaſion the grievances themlelyes, whereof they make complaints 9ne» 
ly to caſt an odium upon the Government; they willbe found $0: bethe. 
children of their-Father the-Devill, and receive with. himtheir reward; for, 
he obſtrucs all. that is good irevery one, and tempts all unto, citempets. 8&- 
diſorderly carriages, an1 then layes, thera to their chatgeitomake them. q+, 
dious thereby. Beſides the ſcruples which yo have:made-igthis-huſinede, 
Thaye: met with ſome, that - labour. eo.-make ſtrange WRErpretatians . and 
inferences upon every word -of the- Engagement, ,- 2s if. it.- were. jt 
the meaning of thoſe that offer it, a'bundle of ſnares; bur trouble nos wour 
ſelf with that, for in all promiſes of this kind, the Rule, is, that: you muſt; 
' take the ſenſe which is moſt obvious; ro exprels an undeniable duty;and dy; 
following this, yon ſhall not be intaugled i into ſcruples &. ſuſpicipns, what, 
others may ſtrain the wotds unto. Another told me(8& TI underſtand by him 
- chat many.are thus {crupled)) that alchough he could rak6the' Engagement. 
in a-lawfull ſenſe, and approve the. obyzous ſenſe of itz;yer that.be@nghr 
nor to doit, by. reaſon of the: offences, which many godly. people wquld, 
take at him fori it, who canor but chiok 1 it a breach of Coyenant., Tothis I * 
anſwer,that in a necef ary matter of duty;an offence wrongfully: raken at iy 
qught nor to be regarded by thoſe that, perform it; but they-ought rather, _ 
co follow their own conſcience,and give to thoſe that are.offended at them, 
iptheir way a ſazisfacory reaſon of the juſtice-thereof 29.jnftru.them; ;but 
ifchings of an indifferent nature, which - are; reg tohe done.or lefruns, 
done, there we are bound to ſuſpend the ation which:may-be taken offen-: 
fively.: as for this matter I ſay, that on both; hands there will be offences 
given or taken,and that by the godly. Far as ſome godly will be offended. 
at the taking of the Engagement, ſo. ſome. oghers:witl be offended ut the, 
not taking ercof: thecaſethen, will be, which of theſe two, offences Lam, 
molt to. avoid;whether that which is wrongfully,or chat which -is juſtly ta-- 
ken both by the godly, and alſo by thoſe that are in ſuperiotity; whom L 
offend ſo as to give them jult cauſe,:to deny untes: mefor my offence their. 
protetion,and my neceſſary ſafety, ang where of the-ſlame, act, the on 
on the one hand'is "ſafully ly given, and on the pthes wrongfully taken ; 
is eaſe. to Judge. which ofthe tworis.to heayoided, I'ſhall Jeave ek 
things to your cc {cionable & un-prejudicat conſideration to. be weighed 
inthe fear of ( Ty by you; asinhis preſence without,humane reſpects they 


are offered, t ou; by- ef. Tar fas ww and affeFliengte | 
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